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  TABLE 4.2    Standing Committees in the 84th Texas Legislature

Texas House of Representatives Texas Senate

Agriculture and Livestock Insurance Administration (procedural)

Appropriations International Trade and 
Intergovernmental Affairs

Agriculture, Water & Rural Affairs

Business and Industry Investment and Financial Services Business & Commerce

Calendars (procedural) Judiciary and Civil Jurisprudence Criminal Justice

Corrections Juvenile Justice & Family Issues Education

County Affairs Land and Resource Management Finance

Criminal Jurisprudence Licensing & Administrative Procedures Health and Human Services 

Culture, Recreation, and Tourism Local & Consent Calendars (procedural) Higher Education

Defense and Veterans’ Affairs Natural Resources Intergovernmental Relations

Economic and Small Business 
Development

Pensions Natural Resources & Economic 
Development 

Elections Public Education Nominations (procedural)

Energy Resources Public Health State Affairs 

Environmental Regulation Redistricting (procedural) Transportation 

General Investigating & Ethics 
(procedural)

Rules and Resolutions (procedural) Veteran Affairs and Military Installations

Government Transparency & Operation Special Purpose Districts (procedural)

Higher Education State Affairs

Homeland Security & Public Safety Transportation

House Administration (procedural) Urban Affairs

Human Services Ways and Means 

Note: Committees not marked procedural are substantive committees.

Sources: Texas House of Representatives, “House Committees,” http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/Committees/CommitteesMbrs.aspx?Chamber=H (accessed July 
22, 2014); The Senate of Texas, “Committees of the 84th Legislature,” http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/Committees/CommitteesMbrs.aspx?Chamber=S (accessed 
July 4, 2016).

oversight of the executive branch and its agencies. This power over the agenda and the 
flow of legislation in and out of the committee gives the chair of a standing committee 
tremendous control over the legislative process.

Standing committees perform several important functions for the legislature, including 
the marking up and amending of bills. An amendment is a formal change to a bill made 

Amendment
a formal change to a bill made 
during the committee process 
or during floor debate in front 
of the whole chamber


